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Aboriginal Painting

Native Indigenous Australian people have been painting images in caves for possibly as long as 40,000 years. Cave paintings illustrate the legends and stories from the Dreamtime, a period in time when mythical beings created the people, places and other forces on the earth. 
The Dreaming

· A "Dreaming" in Aboriginal culture is often an explanation or "story" of how something began or was created.
· A Dreaming can also depict the relationship between a person, and the environment it inhabits. 
· Often, Aboriginal paintings will depict Bushtucker (food), water-holes, animals, tracks, etc showing the interdependence between a person and its surroundings.
More on the Dreaming

http://www.dreamtime.net.au/dreaming/dreamtime.htm
http://www.dreamtime.net.au/dreaming/storylist.htm
http://www.ozebiz.com.au/dreamings/index.html
http://indigenousaustralia.frogandtoad.com.au/story.html
Dot Painting
· Dot Painting is viewed by many as traditional art work by Indigenous Australians. However, this form of art work was only developed at the beginning of the 1970’s, motivated by Geoffrey Bardon. 
· The dot paintings of the Desert peoples have developed from sand paintings. Sand (ground) Paintings are created by clans as they move from place to place in the desert. The clan gathers around a central site, which is cleared so that "paintings" can be created using seeds, flowers, sand, stones, feathers, and other natural substances. The clan elders sing their way through the painting process, imparting tribal knowledge to younger members of the clan. The various symbols are explained and interpreted as lessons in the clan's history and heritage, its creation story, and the location of sacred sites, food sources, and water holes. 

· Today, these designs are painted on art board and canvas for sale to the outside world. While the precise meanings of the designs are usually unclear to outsiders, they have deep cultural significance to clan members. Details usually are not revealed to anyone outside the clan. Even then, only males who 'graduate' to high rank in the clan learn the full meaning of the designs.

Standard Design Elements

Artists employ a basic set of symbols, such as dots, concentric circles and curved and straight lines. All have multiple meanings depending upon their context. Despite this there are some standard design elements. 
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	Campsite, Hill, 
Digging Hole, 
Waterhole
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	Spear, 
Digging stick
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	Rain
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	Person sitting 
Windbreak
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	Snake, Smoke, 
Water flow 
Lightning
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	Rain, Ants
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	Boomerang, 
Clouds, Rainbow
	[image: image8.jpg]



	River, 
Bushfire
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	Path, Track 
Body paint
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	Shield, 
Coolamon (carrying dish)
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	Foot prints
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	Spear thrower 
(Woomera)


More Information on standard design elements can be found at

http://www.jintaart.com.au/iconography/iconhmpg.htm
http://www.cooinda-gallery.com.au/aboriginal_art.asp
Galleries of Dot Paintings can be found at the following websites

http://www.tribalworks.com/Aboriginal_art_dot_painting_gallery.htm

http://www.aboriginalartonline.com/index.php
Some examples of dot paintings and their meanings


http://www.ozebiz.com.au/dreamings/meaning.html
Aboriginal Dot Painting Examples
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